Annual Report 2005/2006

President's Report

We certainly have seen Belmont go through some really big changes in the last twelve to fifteen months.  Our business streets certainly are looking as sharp as they have been for quite some time.  It really is up to each and every business to do what they can to improve their area in any way possible.  Any individual can and will make a difference.  It is also very pleasing to see that the Belmont Fire Brigade is as ready and well equipped as any fire brigade for the upcoming fire dangers, with a new state of the art fire truck.  It is very easy to forget their wonderful work, but we for one will support them in any way we can.  A big thanks to all our members, and a bigger thanks to all our hard working committee.

Vince Albanese

Honorary President

Secretary's Report 

The Belmont Business Association continued its efforts to improve communication for members and to promote business in Belmont.

· Newsletters were produced in July 2005, September, November and February 2006, to keep members informed of new developments and projects.

· The completion of the High Street upgrade was recognised in December 2005, with a street celebration, which featured a sausage sizzle, buskers providing music, and a grand prize draw.  This attracted quite a crowd of shoppers and we were able to distribute copies of the “Guide to Belmont Shopping Centre” to many of them..  Many thanks to the businesses who donated prizes for this draw, and to those who helped with the organisation and conduct of the day.  Thanks to the Newtown City Hockey Club for manning the sausage sizzle.  

· The campaign against cigarette butts, “Traders Against Cigarette Butts”, continued in February 2006 with the help of Anne Miller from the City of Greater Geelong and BB Duck, the mascot for the campaign.  Members of the committee spent the day handing out posters and personal cigarette butt ashtrays and collecting opinions from shoppers about cigarette butts.

· May featured the conduct of a seminar for members - “Strategies for meeting the needs of customers with a vision impairment”.  Thanks to Caroline Maplesden and Vision Australia for their assistance in conducting this seminar, which provided thought provoking ideas and tips for safe organisation of our business premises.

· Work continued on the construction of a web site for the Belmont Business Association – “Belmontshopping.com.au”.  We are now waiting for input from businesses in order to display the pages on the internet.

· Consultation with the City of Greater Geelong - we continued to discuss issues of relevance to Belmont with representatives of the City of Greater Geelong, including the footpath trading policy and the application for a trading permit in the forecourt of the Belmont Library.

· The Association co-operated with the Belmont Rotary Club and the Geelong Independent to begin seeking nominations for the “Tarz Award”, in recognition of the life of Brian “Tarz” Taylor.  Congratulations to those who were finalists in the awards and to the eventual winners – Neville Preston (Personality Award) and Tony and Anna Jiminez of Belmont Hardware (Customer Service Award).  Thanks to Jenny Oscar and the members of the Belmont Rotary Club for their hard work in initiating this award.  We look forward to this becoming an annual award.

· Resignation – regretfully, we accepted the resignation from the Executive Committee of Neville Preston, who had been a very active member of longstanding.  We sincerely appreciate the magnificent efforts put in by Neville over these many years.   Unfortunately, the resignation of a number of members in recent years has left the Executive Committee short of numbers, and we urge members to become involved and join the committee.  

Claire Barnes

Honorary Secretary

Treasurer's Report 2005/2006
At this stage the accounts for the Belmont Business Association have not been audited, but will be given to Lenehan and Associates for completion of this process.

The Belmont Business Association had an overall operating loss for the year of $1547.70.  This is an improvement over the previous year despite the fact that income received from membership fees was reduced by roughly $2000 (equivalent to 20 members).  Expenditure was reduced as money was invested this year in the production of the web site, rather than the Belmont Shopping Centre Guide. The Association finished the financial year with a bank balance of  $4190.05. 

Claire Barnes

Honorary Treasurer

